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MONTANA’S CHILD WELL-BEING RANKING SLIPS IN 2005 
MISSOULA —
Montana is ranked 34th in a state-by-state study that reports on the well-being of 
America’s children. The 2005 KIDS COUNT Data Book, published annually by the Annie 
E.Casey Foundation, reveals that since 2000 Montana has improved in two out of 10 measures 
that reflect child well-being and has experienced setbacks in the other measures.
The two improvements were that the death rate for children ages 1 to 14 fell and that 
the number of teens having babies declined. Other noteworthy facts about Montana’s children 
include:
■  About 7,000 Montana kids live in households without working adults.
In 2003, 3 percent of Montana’s children lived in low-income households where no 
adult held a job in the last 12 months. Nationwide, 5 percent of America’s children lived in 
low-income, non-working households.
■  Montana has a higher percentage of teen deaths for 15- to-19-year-olds.
Despite the fact that the death rate for younger teens has declined, the death rate for 
Montana’s older teens increased by 2 percent from 2000 to 2002. Though the state only 
experienced a slight increase, it was enough to earn the state its worst ranking measure -  46th
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in the nation. In 2002 Montana experienced 100 deaths per 100,000 teens ages 15 to 19.
■  The percentage of children living in single-parent households increased.
The percentage of children living in single-parent households increased from 23 percent 
in 2000 to 27 percent in 2003, while the national rate held steady at 30 percent. Despite the 
increase, this is Montana’s best ranking measure -  13th in the nation.
The 2005 report calls attention to the increasing number of children nationwide living 
in families struggling with chronic unemployment. The Casey Foundation identifies domestic 
violence, adult depression, drug and alcohol abuse or dependency, and a history of 
incarceration as significant factors limiting participation in the work force and chronic 
unemployment.
“A combination of these factors has a significant impact on the ability to enter or stay 
in the work force,” said Steve Seninger, director of economic analysis at The University of 
Montana’s Bureau of Business and Economic Research and director of the Montana KIDS 
COUNT project.
Montana compares favorably with the nation in measures for children living in 
vulnerable households. In Montana, 7 percent of children live in households where the 
household head did not finish high school. However, this number jumps to 17 percent for 
children nationally.
“Although the median income of Montana families with children has improved in 2003, 
there is no doubt that Montana’s families still struggle economically,” Seninger said. “Forty- 




“It is unfortunate that some of Montana’s gains in education, such as scoring well on 
measures of fourth- and eighth-graders’ achievement in reading and math, seem to be lost once 
these kids grow up and enter the work force,” Seninger said.
The Annie E. Casey Foundation is a private charitable organization dedicated to 
helping build better futures for disadvantaged children in the United States. The primary 
mission of the Foundation is to foster public policies, human-service reforms and community 
supports that more effectively meet the needs of today’s vulnerable children and families.
The Montana KIDS COUNT program, funded through the Annie E. Casey Foundation, 
is a statewide effort to identify the status and well-being of Montana children by collecting data 
about them and publishing an annual data book. The Montana KIDS COUNT Data Book is 
available online at http://www.bber.umt.edu/kidscountmt.
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